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 ABSTRACT 

The first department of public dentistry was founded in Jassy, in 1834; the first doctor in this field of 

study was Iosif Loffler. He had graduated from the University of Pest in 1822 and worked for Doctors’ House 

Trusteeship for a monthly salary of 100 lei. Despite being deprived of many rights, Romanian professionals 

ranked among the groundbreakers of this medical branch of science in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The first 

personality in the field was Dimitrie Nedelcu (1812-1882), descendant of an Aromanian family from Lugoj. 

After studying Law at the University of Budapest, Nedelcu showed a poignant interest in Medicine, and decided 

to pursue a career in this field. In 1839 he defended his thesis: Dissertatio inauguralis phisiologico-pathologica 

de senectute. After that, he specialized in dental art, at Vienna, under the guidance of Georg Carabelli, the 

founder of this school in the capital city of the Empire. He then returned to Budapest, where he professed 

medicine until the end of his life, and he turned his efforts towards improving the status of dental art, which had 

academic appreciation there, as opposed to Bucharest or JassyIn Budapest, dentist Gheorghe Bilascu was 

Dimitrie Nedelcu‘s student and asserted himself as one of the most well-known dentists there. He becomes chair 

of the Dentistry Departmentof the University of Cluj, department founded in 1890 within Faculty of Medicine, 

thanks to the efforts of dr. Wilhelm Vajna. Deeply convinced of the utility of a mandatory course on dentistry, 

he suggests it during the faculty meeting held on December 26, 1919 and he asked not only for this, but also for 

bringing into existence a School of Dentistry in Cluj. Doctor Bilascu argued, with doctor Niculescu, in favour of 

introducing a Dentistry chair at the Faculty of Medicine in Bucharest, but they never succeeded.  

Keywords: dentists, medical education in dentistry, D. Nedelcu, D.D. Niculescu, Gh. Bilascu, P. 

Macarovici.  

 

At the turn of the 19
th
 century, due to 

the hardships of history, the Romanian 

principalities continued to lead a patriarchal 

life. There were few cities and rather poor 

townlets with no more than a few thousand 

habitants, with no paved ways, with no 

schools, no theatres, hospitals or hotels, and 

they hardly distinguished themselves from that 

huge countrified landscape. Under these 

conditions, it was a struggle for classical 

medicine to push through, so only a small elite 

had access to it, and the doctors were mostly 

of foreign breed. As for the rest, the 

population remained faithful to magic cures 

and phytotherapy. That is why hospitals were 

often accommodated into monasteries and 

their old name was ‗bolnițe‘. Here, the hygiene 

standards were among the most precarious, 

and attending to the patients‘ needs was 

mostly reduced to empiric treatment. 

Moldavia and Wallachia were divided 

into 5, respectively 6 administrative units, and 

every single unit had only one doctor, paid by 

the authorities. This system operated for a 

longtime, from the age of the Phanariotes until 

the end of the Organic Regulations. However, 

this endemic backwardness didn‘t prevent 

nostalgic people to praise it as the golden age 

of Romanian medicine: ‗The practice of 

medicine in our country had periods of 

brightness since the middle of 17
th
 century, 

during Serban Cantacuzino‘s reign, thanks to 

the Greek doctors from Byzantium, together 

with the princes from Muntenia and Moldavia, 

so medical science was already quite 

advanced. This reality kept up until the first 

two or three decades of the 19
th
 century; after 

that, what followed was a period of decadence 

which, unfortunately, didn‘t last long. This 

harmful work belonged to the doctors who had 

come from Hungary and Austria, on the one 

hand, most of them masters in surgery, on the 

other hand, some of them – veterinaries who 

practiced medicine in Romania and Moldavia‘ 

(1). Obviously, no dental art could find its 

place in this rudimentary framework, where 

the only requested operations (pulling the teeth 

out or draining the purulences) were 
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performed by barbers. This tradition of 

ignorance was facilitated in part by the 

population, in part by the Romanian medical 

system, so Romanian dentistry was too slow to 

assert its authority. 

Jassy. The importance of dentistry 

begins to be acknowledged only due to the 

new context of the Statute Law; this is the 

moment when social customs are receiving a 

crucial input of civilization. Therefore, 1834 

saw the founding the first department of public 

dentistry; the first doctor in this field of study 

was Iosif Loffler, who had graduated from the 

University of Pest in 1822 and worked for 

Doctors’ House Trusteeship, for a monthly 

salary of 100 lei. Still, people were quite 

reluctant about this specialization, and even 

doctors were prejudiced against it, seeing it as 

an intruder in the field of medicine; as a result, 

Loffler ultimately decided to give up his title 

as a ‗doctor‘ and to embrace the name of 

‗dentist‘. And yet, contrary to appearances, 

Loffler wasn‘t so hard tried in this backward 

country where everything needed to be 

invented; in 1855 he relocated in Roman. 

There are also other groundbreakers in 

the field of dentistry who came in Jassy from 

some other places; the ‗doctoral commission‘ 

gave to many of them the right to practice their 

specialization: 1835 – Daniil Mihailovschi, a 

Russian who graduated in his country; 1838 – 

Reiner Adalbert, a diplomat of the Viennese 

school; 1844 – Andrei Maximovici, also 

Russian; 1845 – Iosif Voghberg, graduated in 

Vienna; 1847 – Aloys Hovotny, graduated in 

Vienna; 1848 – François Achard, self-taught, 

but really active, as we can see from the 

foundation of an ‗odonto-technical‘ institute, 

which he coordinated until 1853; 1852 – 

Eduard Zalinski, who graduated from the 

University of Vienna; 1860 – Antonie Hacer, 

who graduated from the University of Pest. 

Among them was also Charles Kazaban, 

certified in 1861, who was to become ‗dentist 

of the state‘, as a result of the first regulation 

approved by the authorities, in 1860. 

The first scientific study in dentistry is 

published in 1885 and it belongs to the famous 

dentist M. Gross from Roman; its title is: 

‗Norms of Hygiene for Preserving the Teeth‘ 

and it is a booklet of 48 pages.  

In this period, the few dentists from all 

country (according to Pavel Macarovici, they 

were 12, and Jews in their majority) are 

practicing their profession under less-

honorable conditions; they are forced to walk 

about the country looking for patients and they 

often advertise their job by extracting teeth in 

front of people who see the dentist as a source 

of amazement and fear. Even when they had 

an office, it was situated on side streets, 

because the patients needed to be kept away 

from curious onlookers; they usually had two 

doors, in order to protect people who felt a 

shame that we don‘t understand anymore. 

Also, to reduce the fear against the pincers, the 

office was isolated, between it and the waiting 

room was at least one other room, and 

sometimes doctors resorted to entertainment, 

for example to billiard halls which some of 

them brought into the building. These 

groundbreakers presented themselves as 

graduates from American schools, and in fact 

it was inthe USA that this branch of medicine 

reported the biggest progress, but the rating of 

the diplomas from here was difficult to 

appreciate, because not all the institutions 

which issued them were recognized on the old 

continent. Because they used advertising to 

attract patients and because they claimed to be 

able to perform wonders, they were looked 

upon with doubtby colleagues specialized in 

other disciplines, who had professional 

scruples and who asked for academic 

strictness. 

Almost ever, the keymen of the time 

carried out dentures made from synthetic 

rubber, and total dentures, maxillary and 

mandibulary, had an arching. All this because 

of another prejudgment of the time, according 

to which artificial teeth, got from a mineral 

material, for example the porcelain, would be 

sampled from cadavers or even from animals. 

The dentures made from celluloid (another 

material often used at that time) began to be 

avoided, because they gave off a distasteful 

smell. Only ultimately patients turned to the 

dentist, because they, as patients, didn‘t 

respect the rules for keeping hygiene and 

taking care of the denture, but also because 

they feared about pain or anesthesia, which 

was made with chloroform and was dangerous 

enough. Witnesses of the time showed that 

internal diseases affected the population 

because people didn‘t care about their teeth. 

Only the intellectual elite had begun to pay at 

least some attention to their oral hygiene, 

using different powders or mouthwashes and, 
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very rarely, tooth paste. 

The first famous dentist to try to obtain 

acknowledgement for dental art as a medical 

discipline with full rights and to create a dental 

School, was Pavel Macarovici (1845-1921). 

He graduated from The Imperial School of 

Constantinople, a famous teaching institution 

of that time, where he obtained, in February 

1876, diploma number 8. After a professional 

journey which remains unknown to us, in 1882 

Macarovici settled in Jassy, together with his 

Greek colleague, Testas; both of them were 

soon noted for their professionalism, so they 

quickly became the foremost dentists in the 

country. In the same time, Macarovici passed 

his exam, in 1884, thus obtaining the diploma 

which certifies him as a dentist of 2
nd 

order. 

In order to put on the map the benefits 

of the dental art, between 1886 and 1891 

Macarovici offered for free his services to the 

Army Corps number 4, and he was well 

received by its doctor, the colonel Ottremba. 

He hoped his discipline will be recognized and 

he will be signed up as dentist of the garrison, 

but doctor Ottremba‘s death broke down his 

expectations. The Minister of War disposes 

that only military doctors will be able to 

practice dental surgery in its‘ units.  

Similarly, he tried to introduce an 

optional dentistry course to the Faculty of 

Medicine. For this purpose, in 1888 he 

addressed a request to the Doctors’ House 

General Trusteeship and to Saint Spiridon‘s 

Asylums, in order to offer, without retribution, 

his services as dental surgeon; he aimed to 

proove the necessity of this course which 

would prepare future dentists, and to 

determine the Ministry of Public Instruction to 

take into consideration this new medical 

branch of science. His project was debated in 

the Professorial Council of the faculty, and 

also in the Senate of the University. 

Unfortunately for him and for Romanian 

dental art, one of those who shared his ideas, 

Ludovic Russ Senior, PhD and Dean of the 

Faculty of Medicine in Jassy, had died in the 

meanwhile; in addition, the schemes and 

interventions of some malicious colleagues 

ultimately determined him to abandon his 

activity as a volunteer at Saint Spiridon. 

Seeing his disinterested endeavour countered 

by so many ridiculous obstacles, he put down 

these bitter remarks: ‗I don‘t think there is any 

other country where we find so many barriers 

against the development of dental art as we do 

here in Romania, because of the medicinists‘ 

(2). In 1895, the Professorial Council gave 

evidence of the necessity of introducing a 

dentistry course, to be delivered by Pavel 

Macarovici. But, for unknown reasons, this 

initiative had never succeeded. 

But this groundbreaker of Romanian 

dental art kept the flag flying and in 1890, 

August 3, in the theatre of the University from 

Jassy, Macarovici founded the first fellowship 

society from Romania, named ‗Chirurgia 

Dentistică‘. Among founder members were 

famous dentists of that time, like: A. Kibrick 

(Bucharest), George Pocrian (Turnu Severin), 

M. Gross (Roman), I. Flittmann (Focsani) or 

Max End. As president was chosen the same 

person who was the promoter, Pavel 

Macarovici, and the person who became 

secretary general was doctor Saul Schreiber – 

he was one of the first Macarovici‘s students, 

and he always sympathized with his founder 

ideals. It is very interesting to observe that 

among the founder members of this society 

was also Erna Olinchievici-Zuhr, who was 

considerated the first woman dentist from 

Romania. She activated in Jassy, between 

1884 and 1904.  

Pavel Macarovici‘s groundbreaking 

efforts were met with international acclaim, 

and thus, in December 1892, he was invited to 

take part in the prestigious International 

Dental Congress in Chicago, which was to 

take place between the 17
th
 and the 22

nd
 of 

August, the following year. He could not 

honor the invitation, but he sent there two of 

his works: ‗The Status of Dentistry in 

Romania‘ and ‗Pulpitis Chronica Idiopathica‘, 

which were, according to his son, also a 

famous dentist, ‗the first scientific and 

historical works about dentistry in the country 

to reach worldwide fame‘ (3). In the end, the 

Congress brought together 1047 dentists from 

the whole world. In 1898, Dr. Macarovici was 

invited again, this time to the International 

Congress of Hygiene and Demography, hosted 

in Madrid. 

Meanwhile, dentistry was in an 

increasing progress, and its services meet an 

ever higher public demand. Prosthesis saw an 

unprecedented development, this is the 

moment when are appearing artificial denture 

in gold or platinum, and dentists are leaving 

the old materials – rubber and celluloid –, so 
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impractical and uncomfortable. At the same 

time, the tooth appointed with a pivot became 

more and more popular, as well as filling it. 

From now, most of the PhD in Medical 

sciences are going round the dentistry area, 

because here they find quite tempting 

pecuniary benefits. Paul Macarovici  definitely 

played a crucial part in bringing about such 

changes. 

In 1909, believing that he will have 

more chances to succeed, the dentist moves 

from Jassy to Bucharest, where he was already 

famous: in 1906, in Doctor Krainick‘s house 

(the dentist of the Royal House), the 

colleagues paid him homage for his rich 

activity. 

Bucharest. In Wallachia, the history of 

the assessment of the dental art is almost 

identical, with one notable exception: in 1828, 

I. Selinger, a doctor with no biographical 

details about, published a book in Bucharest, 

which had the title: ‗Recommendation for 

cleaning the mouth and keeping the health of 

teeth and other mouth diseases‘. As for the 

rest, the situation was similar to that of over 

Milcov; in 1834, the Commision of the doctors 

from Bucharest attested the presence of 27 

doctors and 15 surgeons round all Principality. 

It was only in 1859 that we can find the 

mention of first 3 dentists, and their number 

increased to 9, in 1866, despite the fact that we 

have no evidences for their specialized studies 

in this field. In the same period of time, in 

1839, Nicolae Kretzulescu (1812-1901) gave 

his PhD thesis in medicine, to Paris; in the 

third chapter deals with a subject subsumed to 

the dental art: ‗On teeth texture, seen under a 

microscope‘. 

In these unfriendly conditions, the 

hardest task is for barbers and empiric doctors, 

who are doing extractions, curing abscessed 

teeth or removing the ‗worm‘ from the tooth. 

In order to a minimal preparation of these 

Asclepius‘s exotic disciples, in 1842 the 

authorities have set up a small surgery school, 

next to Colƫea Hospital, this ‗practice of 

operations‘ was established for two years long. 

According to the rules, the skill level of the 

students in the end of the training was clearly 

stated: ‗These practitioners will never be able 

to cure using internal or external remedies, 

neither to use strong substances, neither to 

make any significant operation without the 

leading of a doctor, because these practitioners 

are nothing more than auxiliary of doctors and 

surgeons‘ (4). However, after only a year, the 

school closed its doors, and all students were 

examinated in a formal manner and declared 

as graduated. In its place worked a training 

school for people with a middle instruction of 

the time. 

In 1853, this outpost of Romanian 

medical education will continue its activity, in 

a new formula: lectures for the barbers, at 

Filantropia Hospital, held by Doctor Polizu. 

But even these lectures proved to be only an 

ephemeral project, abandoned three years 

after. Similarly was the case ofthe school for 

military practitioners, founded by General N. 

Herescu in the Hospital of ‗Mihai Vodă‘ 

Army, which was led by Doctor Widmann, 

between 1850 and 1855. More successful was 

the idea of Doctor Carol Davila who, in 1855, 

obtained the approval from Prince Barbu 

Shtirbey to hold together the two schools, so in 

1856 the new educational institution was 

named ‗School of Surgery‘. The studies were 

thought to expand four years, and the school 

had a military organization; the schedule was 

drawn up after that of Secondary medical 

schools from France. It‘s from this embryo 

that Faculty of Medicine from Bucharest was 

born, in 1869. 

In this hesitant climat, the dental art 

hardly found place among other medical 

disciplines, because the majority of the 

dentists at that time were strangers and had 

American certificates difficult to equivalate as 

prestige. Nevertheless, this is the very moment 

when reputed professionals are appearing, for 

the first time, for instance Doctor D. B. 

Young, who had his cabinet on Calea 

Mogoşoaiei (today Calea Victoriei), from New 

York, who in 1871 became the dentist of the 

Royal House. Similarly, in most of 

newspapers‘ pages of the time appear other 

names of distinguished foreign dentists, such 

as Doctor Burghardt, with his cabinet on 

Magureanu Street. But the one that interests us 

most is Doctor Paul Lempart, who graduated, 

in 1847, the Faculty of Medicine from Vienna; 

he was known for his activity in the personal 

cabinet from French Street 11, and he 

announced, in the press of the time, in 1864, to 

offer free consultations for orphan girls who 

came from the Asylum ‗Elena Doamna‘. At 

the same time, the Doctor from Vienna is 

presented as ‗the dentist of the Capital‘, 
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between 1853-1862 (5). He also held a lecture 

on dental art at Davila‘s school of surgery, 

from 1862 to 1863; in the next year Doctor 

Strauss took his place. We cannot determine 

accurately if Doctor Enric Lempart, a famous 

name of dentistry in Bucharest of  20
th
 century 

and also a good friend of Doctor Pavel 

Macarovici, is really the direct successor of 

Doctor Paul Lempart. However, the 

coincidence would be too big. 

But the Faculty of Medicine, founded in 

1869, didn‘t take over the lecture of dental art 

from Davila‘s school, and legislative issues 

which came after, related to this branch of 

science, followed a screw line of the 

ambiguity. On the one hand, its practice was 

allowed only for PhD in medicine or at least 

for graduates from a specialized faculty, and 

on the other hand, an endemic 

bureaucracyrefused any kind of Dentistry 

preparatory school. It must be added that the 

majority of the medical fellowship disregarded 

the dental art, seen as a minor specialization of 

the surgery. Against this unfair status took a 

stand Doctor D. D. Niculescu (1870-1927), 

one of the groundbreakers of Romanian 

dentistry. 

On May 5, 1895, under the guidance of 

the person who was to become, many years 

later, his fierce opponent, Professor Toma 

Ionescu, Niculescu brilliantly defended his 

PhD thesis in medicine, on the topic of 

‗Testicular Ectopia and the Orchidopexy‘. In 

June, the same year, he was awarded the 

prestigious ‗Hillel‘ Prizeon behalf of the 

Faculty of Medicine for his work, ‗The 

Alcoholism in Romania‘. 

Niculescu continued his studies in Paris, 

where he spent one year of dental practice, 

under the guidance of the famous Doctor 

Cruet, to the Hospital «La Charité». The years 

dedicated to improve his skills continued in 

other medical establishments of the first order, 

such as «Hôtel Dieu», under the guidance of 

Professor Pietckiewitz, or at «San Antoine», 

where he was directed by Dr. Gaillard. It‘s 

interesting the fact that the letter of 

recommendation for Dr. Cruet was signed by 

Toma Ionescu, the same professor mentioned 

before, and we see that the relations were 

excellent at the time.  

The guarantee of the professor from 

Bucharest proved to be absolutely well-

founded, even Dr. Cruet confirmed the 

professional skills in a diploma from «La 

Charité». During this introduction to dentistry, 

Niculescu delivered three papers during The 

Thirteenth International Congress of Medicine 

in Paris, in 1900: «Sur le choix des 

antiseptiques dans le traitement de la carie 

dentaire», «Sur le traitement de la stomatite 

ulcero-membraneuse» and «Sur la 

redressement des dents par le cordonnent de 

soie». His presence might represent the first 

time when a Romanian dentist is in the public 

eye, taking part in an international level. 

Since 1900, when he returned to the 

country, Dr. Niculecy has been devoted to his 

new specialization and, as until then, he 

proved to be a professional in his field, so his 

office from Carol Avenue, 10-12, will confirm 

his authority among the wealthy clients from 

the Capital. From now on, he will be much 

more concerned in his practical activity, but he 

will not lose sight of his scientific research, 

which was materialized by a significant 

number of papers, for example: ‗Elements of 

Clinical and Surgical Dentistry‘, which could 

be ‗the first study elaborated in Romanian 

language, regarding the mouth hygiene and 

dental caries, with the appropriate treatment‘ 

(6). 

In 1903 Niculescu is the most righteous 

to become the founder of the first dentistry 

course, held in Romania. For that purpose he 

had to obtain his docent title from a 

Commission made up of the big names of 

Romanian medicine: Prof. Dr. Măldărăscu, 

dean of the faculty of medicine, Dr. Toma 

Ionescu, Dr. Severeanu, Dr. Buicliu and Dr. 

Paul Petrini. The thesis is a pioneering one, 

but it is also interesting for its 

multidisciplinary approach: ‗The Development 

of the Teeth, with Applications to Forensic 

Medicine and Pediatrics‘ (7). Inspired by 

several cases that French doctors had already 

investigated, Niculescu introduced the idea of 

establishing the identity of a mutilated or 

disfigured corpse through dental analysis. Not 

even Dr. Mina Minovici, the well-known 

founder of the Romanian school of forensic 

medicine, was aware of this method, so 

revolutionary for those times, and so widely 

used nowadays. In this context, the 

Commission approved and acclaimed the 

beginning of Dr. Niculescu‘s universitary 

career; the rector, Prof. Dr. N. Coculescu, 

emphasized: ‗we have before us a very worthy 
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element for our higher education‘ (8). After 

the approval of the Minister (Cf. facsimile 

with the address of the Minister – last page), 

the challenge of the law from 1893 was 

fulfilled, and in the fall of 1903 Niculescu 

opened his lecture full-heartedly, glad to see 

his dream come true: ‗In a doctor‘s life, the 

great days, the memorable days are only a few. 

As for me, I am not sure I shall ever live one 

as memorable as today‘ (9). 

The course was attended with a huge 

interest by large audiences, for three years, and 

Niculescu‘s professional competence and 

pedagogical talent were unanimously 

appreciated by the faculty; the dean, Dr. 

Măldărescu, draws attention to the elevate 

level of the course and how useful would be to 

keep holding it: ‗We have to recognize about 

this free course on dental diseases, exposed by 

Docent Doctor D. Niculescu, was held once a 

week absolutely regularly and students 

attended it. Students‘ participation to this 

course indicates the opening to a new field for 

doctors‘ specializing in medicine, but also the 

need to close a gap in the education of our 

Faculty‘ (10). 

Niculescu was satisfied with the 

material benefits from his cabinet, so he was 

always a disinterested militant for the 

necessity of a dentistry department, and he 

never tried to occupy the chair: ‗It wasn‘t my 

will to take advantage of any goodness or 

influence, only for the reason that my person 

would be independent of realizing the 

principle‘ (11). But the new reality which 

came after, in 1906, Măldărescu‘s replacement 

with Dr. Toma Ionescu, as Dean of the 

University, have changed the perception of 

this free lecture – instead of being included in 

the curriculum, it was suddenly removed. The 

reasons for this are unknown and most 

probably aimed to give satisfaction to some 

Balkan ambitions. The new Dean, unlike his 

predecessor, who was of a more idealist bent, 

was clearly absorbed by his own ambitions, so 

he held to his position for decades, by means 

of poitical influence. And for this purpose he 

was surrounded only by loyal persons, during 

his career. 

But Doctor Niculescu, now a convinced 

activist of the Conservative Party and 

opponent of the Conservative-Democratic 

Group led by the Dean‘s brother, Take 

Ionescu, was never too diplomatic in his 

actions. Spiru Haret, the Minister of Public 

Instruction at that time, in the liberal 

Government led by Ionel Brătianu, didn‘t 

approve his resignation; he proposed him to 

continue his free lecture at the Faculty of 

Medicine, because he had the hope that any 

misunderstanding between dentist and Dean 

could be passed over. But Niculescu proved 

his intransigency, unwilling to clip his wings – 

any alternative of dental education, except a 

full-fledged University Department, wasn‘t 

good enough for him, so he rejected the offer 

of the Ministry. 

The one who will manage to establish 

the first school specialized in dentistry will be 

Dr. Pavel Macarovici, a character much more 

malleable than Niculescu. In September 1909 

he addressed a request to all colleagues of the 

fellowship in the country, but also to the other 

doctors, for a moral and material support, in 

order to open the first dental school in the 

Southern area. 

The go-ahead was already given by 

Minister Haret, the one who had facilitated the 

emergence of Niculescu‘s free lecture. Thus, 

things have moved quickly, and on December 

3, 1909, the first Dental College in Romania 

opened its courses; its headquarters was 

located on Calea Griviţei, 39. The institution 

was composed as follows: one group for 

students in dental surgery and another one 

which prepared dental technicians. The 

practice was accomplished by opening a free 

access dental clinic into the same building; the 

courses were lasting two years for the first 

group (with a requirement to provide 

voluntary services for one year long), and 

three years for the second group. The faculty 

included personalities, such as Dr. Macarovici, 

managing director, Dr. Ilie Constantinescu, 

University docent, Dr. Theodor Dărmănescu, 

the chemist G. Muşat or Dr. Predescu. The 

managing director has put in readiness of the 

institution his own library, which is 

simultaneously an inventory for a small dental 

art museum and a rich working instrument. 

Despite all this wasted enthusiasm and energy, 

the project was abandoned only 5 years after, 

because of the same jealousies inherent in any 

fellowship. However, the lack of a framework 

for training the dentists was deplored during 

World War I, when innumerable people, 

hurted in the maxillo-facial area, didn‘t benefit 

by an appropriate nursing. 



Romanian Journal of Oral Rehabilitation 

Vol. 8, No. 4, October - December 2016 

 

40 

 

Cluj. In contrast with the Old Kingsom 

(Southern Romania), where dental school had 

a very difficult emergence, in Austro-

Hungarian Transilvania things were somewhat 

easier, because Vienna and Budapest, which 

polarized the Empire, were much more 

anchored in the European model than the 

Principalities. We can look as far back as 1775 

to find here an ‗embryo‘ of medical education, 

more precisely the Medical-Surgical High 

School. The first Romanian doctor and 

professor, oculist Ioan Piuariu Molnar (1749-

1815), taught here. 

The Romanian specialists, although a 

population deprived of many rights, were 

among the groundbreakers of this branch of 

science in the Empire. And the first important 

name was Dimitrie Nedelcu (1812-1882), 

descending of an Aromanian family from 

Lugoj. After his studies to the Faculty of Law 

from Budapest, he is attracted to Medicine, a 

field that he would never leave; in 1839 he 

defended his PhD thesis, with the subject: 

‗Dissertatio inauguralis phisiologico-

pathologica de senectute‘. Right afterwards, he 

will choose to specialize in dental art, in 

Vienna, under the guidance of Gheorghe 

Carabelli, the founder of this school, in the 

capital of the Empire. Back to Budapest, 

where he would remain active till the end, 

Nedelcu tries to contribute in the coming in 

sight of the dental art; contrary to Bucharest or 

Jassy, this field had an academic recognition 

in Budapest, so in the academic year 1799-

1800, the University established the title of 

‗Master in Dental Art‘, which was deferred 

after two years of study. 

In a paper from 1842, he defined this 

paradox which characterizes the dental art, 

always in conflict with other medical 

branches: ‗Indeed, there is no other 

phenomenon, in the entire medical science, 

which no matter how strange and inexplicable 

may seem, it‘s still undeniable fact: doctors, 

even the most enlightened and skilful, were 

ashamed or found unworthy for them to learn 

and practice a particular branch of the 

medicine, as it happened with the dental 

science. Even surgeons, the so-called 

operators, have disregarded the dentistry and 

not evn them had dealt with making the 

prostheses or any other dental intervention. 

From all this we can infer that we are talking 

about a science which has been practiced 

isolated of the whole medical science, as if the 

mouth would never be related with the entire 

body. As we can see, this science was used as 

a gain ground for the amateurs. All of them 

could practice the charlatanism in safety, 

because they knew that no doctor would object 

against them, this science remaining as 

segregated and unworthy. As a result, the 

public wasn‘t able to ask for an advice to the 

specialized doctors, so they put their 

confidence in the hands of those with no 

vocation, therefore no other branche of science 

was more exposed to the charlatanism as this 

one‘ (12). 

Doctor Nedelcu has boosted decisively 

the inauguration of the Department of 

Dentistry to the University of Budapest, in 

1844, one of the first from Europe, and he 

would be the tenured, until the end of his life, 

in 1882. After that, the department is 

dissolved.  

In Cluj, the specialized Department has 

been introduced in 1890, at the Faculty of 

Medicine, thanks to Dr. Wilhelm Vajna, a 

docent in this field, and also due to the 

Imperial legislation from Habsburg. Because it 

was no appropriate place, the lectures were 

delivered in a private building called ‗Dental 

Ambulatory‘. In 1896, Dr. Coloman Honcz 

was appointed docent in Dentistry, and for this 

reason the courses became more attended, 

although the material conditions were 

precarious. The Department of Dentistry was 

represented by two rooms lowly equipped, the 

majority of the time for study was dedicated to 

extractions, and it had only three dental chairs 

for non-surgical treatment, being deprived by a 

laboratory of dental technique. Dental 

education wasn‘t mandatory and few students 

were willing to dedicate themselves to it. 

This was the situation in the city near 

Someş river in 1919, when among great 

personalities of the science beginning to teach 

here, like Victor Babeş or Emil Racoviţă, the 

dentist Gheorghe Bilaşcu (1863-1926) is 

coming to join them. He had come from 

Budapest, where he specialized in dental 

medicine, to the faculty founded by Dimitrie 

Nedelcu – its courses were restarted in 1890 – 

and he was one of the most proeminent 

dentists from there. He is taking office the 

clinic, and his first thought was to give its 

place to the dentistry, between the medical 

disciplines. 
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Deeply convinced of the utility of a 

mandatory course on dentistry, he suggests it 

during the faculty meeting held on December 

26, 1919 and he asked not only for this, but 

also for bringing into existence a School of 

Dentistry in Cluj. He used his professional 

fame and his persuasive talents before the 

Universitary assembly, in order to realize, one 

year afer, the righteous demands of the 

dentistry. He described with disappointment 

this difficult beginning, in the opening remarks 

of the Second National Congress of Dentistry 

from Cluj, May 27-28, 1923: ‗I came very 

enthusiastically in the beloved land of this 

country, willing to serve it to the best of my 

abilities. But regretfully I must tell you that I 

had to abandon all dreams, expectations and 

hopes of ever elevating this science to the 

status that it has in other civilized countries. I 

could never have imagined that efforts carried 

out in the benefit of science and the common 

good should be met with so much 

malevolence, ignorance and indolence on the 

part of leading figures. To describe the ordeal I 

went through in my desire to set up some 

dental clinics, in the enclosure of the faculties 

of medicine from the country, would mean to 

take advantage of your patience‘ (13). 

In the same year, statistics demonstrates 

that this clinic begins to be considerable 

attended – daily are seen between 50 and 100 

patients, from whom 10-30 are new. The 

teaching staff of the clinic consists of: a 

managing director, a lecturer, an assistant 

professor, two budgetary tutors, one tutor 

outside the budget, three honorary tutors. The 

auxiliary staff was composed of: a technician, 

a laboratory technician, two sisters and a maid. 

There were 20 students who attended the 

courses in this clinic, twice a week, one hour 

of theoretical course, organized in groups of 

10, but every day to the practical works, in the 

academic year 1919/1920; in the second half 

there were 77 students. In the academic year 

1920-1921, in the first half there were 297 

student, but in the second half – 170. Next 

year, in the first half it was a decrease 

compared to the ‗boom‘ of the previous years: 

in the first half were registered 86 students, 

and in the second half, only 32. This large 

difference is not the result of diminishing the 

interest in the dental science, but rather a 

consequence of the war, when several 

generations of students were mobilized, so 

they missed many years of study. And the 

young people of Transylvania, formerly the 

Austro-Hungarian province, participated in the 

entire World War II, as opposed to those from 

the Southern Romania, who smelt powder only 

from 1916 (14). 

Dr. Bilascu encouraged Dr. Niculescu‘s 

efforts to establish a Department of Dentistry 

in the Faculty of Medicine in Bucharest as 

well, but unsuccessfully. The lesson of the 

World War I, with its thousands of mutilated 

victims, did not manage to persuade decision 

makers in Romanian medicine to look on 

dental art with favour. 
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